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Cairo, May 10%, 2001

‘The Honorable Colin Powell

Secretafy of State %'.‘
Departieent of State . '

Washbington DC — USA AOHR

Honorable Secrstary Powell,

I am writitg on behalf of the Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR), the Arab
tegional organization dealing with human rights in the Arab World, regarding the
report “Patterns of Global Terrorism 2000, which was released eszlier this week by
the US Department of State.

1 would like, first of ell, o mention that the AQHR is deaply concerned about the
spread of terrorism both in the Middle Bast and in the World, as we are fully aware of
the rea] threat of terrorism and its dirsot impact on human rights.

T take this opportunity, however, to taise some serious concerns that the AQHR has
tegarding the 2000 report.

First, in Hg section on Istael, the West Bank apd Oaza, the Department of State's
taport states: “Tsrasl officials -publicly expressed their dissatisfaction with the
Palestinian Authority (PA) counter tetrorism efforts during the arisis. The Israeli also
accused PA secwrdty officials and Fatsh members of facilitating and taking past in
shooting and bombing attacks ageinst Isrecli targets”, The inclusion of Israeli
allegations against PA and Fatah members, in the report, it totally inappropriate since
the report did wpot imclude Palestinian complaints about ‘“excessive and
disproportionate™ Istaell atacks on innocent Palestinian civiliens. It is a shocking
omission that no mention is made of stats-administersd acts of terrorism committed
by Istasli anmy death squads apd other wnits of the lsraeli Deferios Porces, as well as
atined Israsli settler groups.

Second, Palestindan sctions ate depicted in the report as totally divorced from the
context of continued Teraell oconpation of the West Bank and Caza since 1967.
Palestinians are accused of committing acts of “tertor™ against military targets end
armed settlers who are cecupying their country in violation of international law. The
collective. punjshrentapplied daily by the Israeli occupetion armed forces against
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Palestinian civilians is, by all objective standards. a form of stae-administered
terrorism. The (S must abandon this lack of sensitivity for the right of people yrder
foreign oecupation to resist oppression and put an end to occupation.

Third, the report's characterization, In page 29, of Istaeli Defence Forces cagtured by
Hizbullah in Lebanon as “hostages”, while Labanese civilians kidnapped from their
own homes by the [smeli soldiers and held illegally inside Israel are referred to as
“firisoners”, This i3 another sxampls of politicizing facts by sdopting selective terms,
and a double standards policy.

Eourth, the raport tends to characterize various pelitical groups that are opposed 1o the
Oslo Peace Process with Istael as terrorlst; such logic is diffioutt to understand unless
this opposition involves acts of violence against innocent civilian targets. We consider
such peacefil political opposition as a democratic exercise of the right to freedom of
expression and opinion insured by International law of human righs.

Honorable Secretary Powell,

L am, respectfully, bringing to your attention the above mentioned specific examples,
hoping, that you will agree with me that American counter terrorism policy would
enjoy more credibility worldwide if the United States was to condemn and oppose all
acts of tetrorism, including state-edministrated tetrorism, tegardless of the identity of
the patpetrator or the victim,

I am also sure that you are fully aware that the report has generated criticism
throughout the Middle Bast besauss of its inconsistencies,

It is my sincere hope that, due to your wisdom and pérsonal attantion, you will take
the necessary actions to correct the Inconsistencies of reports issued by the
Department of State by avolding politicizing facts and adopting selective terms, which
give such reports more credibility,
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